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Abstract

Custodial sentences are one of the forms of punishment aimed at
protecting society from offenders. However, they do not always
constitute the most effective solution, as they may produce negative
effects on the convicted person, their family, and society, thereby
hindering rehabilitation and social reintegration.

Accordingly, it has become necessary to adopt a new penal policy
based on alternative sanctions in order to mitigate the drawbacks of
short-term custodial sentences. Such alternatives are applied whenever
the circumstances of the offense and the offender’s personality allow.
Consequently, modern criminal legislations have increasingly moved
toward introducing diverse alternatives to short-term imprisonment.

Among these alternatives is community service, which offers
several advantages, most notably the rationalization of punishment, the
promotion of offender rehabilitation, and the facilitation of reintegration
into society.

This study aims to clarify the nature of this sanction and to examine
the position of comparative criminal legislation regarding its
application.

Keywords: Punishment,Community Service, Short-Term Imprisonment
, Alternatives.
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