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Sovereignty over Khor Abdullah in light of
British Documents 1905-1940

Lect . Dr. Wijdan Karoon Freeh
Basrah and Arab Gulf Studies center/ University of Basrah

Email: wijdan.karoon@uobasrah.edu.iq

Abstract

Khor Abdullah has been one of the most internationally
disputed issues between Iraq and Kuwait since the 1990s. Due to
its political, Geopolitics, economic, and historical significance. This
study focuses on determining the ownership and sovereignty over
the khor based on British correspondence between residents and
political agents in the Arabian Gulf, the Government of India, and
the British Foreign Office, along with their affiliated departments,
during the period from 1905 to 1940, a timeframe defined by
documents from the British archives in London.

The documentary study revealed that sovereignty over Khor
Abdullah went through two distinct phases, with World War 1
(1914-1918) serving as the dividing line between them. Given its
influence in the Arabian Gulf, the British government held decisive
authority, acting in accordance with its interests and pursuit of
regional stability. The issue of the maritime boundary between Iraq
and Kuwait remained unresolved and was repeatedly exploited by
Britain as a means of exerting pressure on either country whenever
it served its strategic objectives.

Keywords: Khor Abdullah, Irag, Kuwait, Iraqi-Kuwaiti Border
Demarcation.
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(13) C. U. Aitchison, A Collection Of Treaties, Engagements and Sanads,
Vol. Xl, Extract from a Letter from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf
to His Excellency Sir Mubarak as-Subah, K.C.S.l., K.C.I.LE., Shaikh of
Kuwait, containing certain assurances given to him by the British
Government, 1914, document No. XLII, 14th Dhi lhijjah 1332 (3rd November
1914), Publisher: Central Publication Branch Government Of India, Calcutta,
1930, p265-266.
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(15) C. U. Aitchison, Op. Cit., Memorandum from His Excellency the High
Commissioner for Iraq to the Political Agent, Kuwait, No. 5405, document
No. XLIIl, dated the 19th April 1923, p266.
(16) Ibid, p266-267.
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(19)F. O., Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Telegram From Sir B. Newton, Bagdad, British Embassy,
To Mr. Baggallay, Registry Number: E 630/630/93, No. (205/2/40), 31st
Jan 1940, p202-205.
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(21)F. O., Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, From Sir B. Newton, Bagdad, British Embassy, Registry
Number E 937/630/93, No.72, (205/4/40), 16th February, 1940, p212-213.
U Ol YY1 a e lald VA Baall B ANSHIL 4Bl AuaglA) By sl (g6 alid (YY)
ldly 98 s Bl VA-Y YD olani 1 Baal) DA eliell Loy ddll gl B olSy V4
Bld TY b dwalil) Dpamad) sl alud o . Slall agal) (B O pdally dusluadly dall 43055
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(24) F.O., Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Telegram From Sir Basil Newton ,Bagdad, en clair, to
Foreign Office, Registry Number E 1033/630/63, No. 18 Saving, repeated to
Political Resident in Persian Gulf and Political Agent at Koweit, 27th
February, 1940, p217.
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(25)F.O., Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Telegram From The Colonel C. G. Prior, CIE.. Political
Resident in the Persian Gulf, To

0. K. Caroe, Esq., CIE., Secretary to the Government of India in the External
Affairs Department, No. P. Z. 1779/40, New Delhi, 7th March, 1940, p255.

(26) Ibid, p254.

(27)F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Telegram From Mr. Baggallay, 11th March 1940, p215-
216.

(28) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Registry Number E 1033/630/93 P.M.C., From Foreign
Office, To India Office, 16th March 1940, p218.

(29) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Registry Number E 1033/630/63 S.N.1., From Foreign
Office Sir Lacy Baggallay, To India Office; the Admiralty; War Office; Air
Ministry; Colonial Office; Board of Trade; Ministry of Shipping; Petroleum
Department and Office of the War Cabinet, 16th March 1940, p220-222.

(30) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port

on Khor Abdullah, Decypher of Telegram, Iragis on Khor Abdulla, From

Government of India, External Affairs Department, to Secretary of State for

India and Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, No. P. Z. 1624/40, Secret,

New Delhi, 18th March, 1940 p236-237.

(31)lbid. p237.

(32) Ibid. p237.
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(34)F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Registry Number E 1272/630/93, From India Office, No.
P.Z. 1624/40, 21st March, 1940, p232.

(35) Ibid, p232-233.
(36) Ibid, p233.
(37) Ibid, p233.

(38) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Decypher of Telegram, From Political Resident in the
Persian Gulf to Secretary of State for India, No. P. Z. 1715/40, Secret,
Kuwait, 22nd March, 1940, p243.

(39) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Registry Number E 1272/630/93, From India Office, No.
P.Z. 1624/40, 26th March, 1940, p233-234.

(40) Ibid, p234.

(41) F. O. Political Eastern, Iraq, 371/24559, files No. 448, Proposed Port
on Khor Abdullah, Telegram From The Under Secretary of State for India,
Political Department, S.W.1, To India Office, No. P. Z. 1779/40, London,
19th April, 1940, p251.

(42) Ibid, p253.
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(44) W. O., development- Khor Abdullah port...Iraq, 201/1050, C.R. Flle
No.3533, G.H.Q. Middle East, Secret., High Grade Cipher Message, from
Lieut., A.E.C., Officer i/c Cables, General H.Q., M.E., Secret, No. 70356,
Folio No. 5204, To CENTRAL REGISTRY G.F.Q. MIDDLE EAST, 9/5/1940.

(45) W.O. development- Khor Abdullah port...Iraq, 201/1050, C.R. Flle
No.3533, G.H.Q. Middle East, Secret, from Major-General W. S., MIDEAST,
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For General Smith Deputy chief General Staff, MILMISS, BAGHDAD,
No.10592, this message sent in cipher 13/5/1940.

(46)W. O., development— Khor Abdullah port...Iraq, 201/1050, C.R. Flle
No.3533, G.H.Q. Middle East, Secret., Reference note from G. H. Q., R. N.,
Most Secret, 15/5/1940, p1.

(47) Ibid, p1.
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.(General W. S
W.0., development- Khor Abdullah port...Iraq , C.R. Flle No.3533, G.H.Q.
Middle East, Secret. Cipher Message out, From MIDEAST, Major—General W.
S., For Deputy chief General Staff, Folio No. 3976, this message sent in
cipher, 17/5/1940, p1-3.
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W.0., development— Khor Abdullah port...Iraq , C.R. Flle No.3533, G.H.Q.
Middle East, Secret., message from Major—-General G. G. Waterhouse, C. B.
M. C., British Advisory Military Mission, Iraq, G. R. M. E., CAIRO, 21 May
1940.
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(53)British Library: India Office Records and Private Papers, ‘Sketch Map of

the Vilayet of Basra’, IOR/L/PS[10/596, f 295, Ordnance Survey Office in
1914, p295.
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